
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our focus as a congregation this past year has been  
We Are Church Together. I give thanks for the ways we are  
able to Welcome, Worship, and Witness together. The Spirit can  
do much more with us together than alone!  
In 2019, we're adding this theme: We Are A Church of Stewards!  
And together, we'll explore and grow in what it means to be  
managers of all of God's gifts! We're just finishing the Christmas  
season and have celebrated the gift of a Savior once again. We  
can begin the New Year taking inventory of our blessings and  
gifts and seeking guidance on how best to use them all! 
When you think about it, we have a lot to take care of that belongs  
to God! So how will we care for one another? And our gifts of  
faith? And the partnerships and mission entrusted to us? And  
even the good earth by which God gives and sustains life? Those  
are some of the challenges we'll take up-with the Spirit's  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2022 Newsletter 

Pastor’s Message: 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I like Christmas songs. Well, if I'm honest, I like some Christmas songs. I don't prefer to hear them on 
the radio in November. I like them when it's time for them. I don't like the sugar-coated ones. I really like 
Silent Night, Joy to the World, It's Jesus' Birthday (parody on the Beatles' song!), O Come All Ye 
Faithful, and quite a few others. I'll look forward to singing those with you (except for the parody) on 
Christmas Eve and Day! 
 
But the song I really appreciate right now, in these days of Advent, is this: "O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel! And ransom captive Israel; that mourns in lonely exile here; until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel-shall come to you, O Israel! The origins of this song go back to the 9th 
century, and the verses were known in Latin as the "O Antiphons". Each verse starts out with the "O 
Come", and then a different title for the Messiah: "Emmanuel", as in "God with us". "Blest Dayspring", as 
in our source of light and hope. "Key of David" as in the one who opens the path to eternal life. There 
are 7 of these verses in all. And they help us as we wait and look forward to Christ's coming again. 
 
There are so many things going on in our nation and in our world and in peoples' lives that cry out for a 
Savior! Not a would-be messiah. Not some know-it-all with cheap, easy fixes for what ails us. But a real 
Savior who isn't hawking anything; who isn't trying to capitalize on fears or soothe us with false hopes; 
but who is coming to be with us in our waiting, in our seeking, in our serving, in our joys, and in our 
sorrows.  
 
The song I mention is more quiet and somber than most of our actual Christmas songs. It is a song for 
Advent. And the refrain carries the promise. Sing it with me: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel-shall come to 
you, O Israel!. Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
-Pastor Paul 
 
End of Year Giving! 
 
"Tis the season for giving! A few thoughts: 
 
+Our ELCA Good Gifts allows you to honor someone who needs nothing for Christmas, by providing 
something people can really benefit from, like: a flock of chicks, a hive of bees, a water filter, a goat, 
school tuition, or garden tools for families around the world. We have a few catalogs (and Christmas 
Cards to share your gift) here. Or go online: www.goodgifts.elca.org 
 
+If any of you have to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA, you can have 
that directed to St. John's (or Crossways Camps, or one of our seminaries, or ELCA Hunger Appeal),  
and then it is excluded from taxable income. (You cannot claim a deduction for it, but you don't pay 
income tax on what goes directly to a qualified charity.) 
 
+Gifts to St. John's must be postmarked no later than 12/31 to be counted in 2022 giving. Some of you 
have been wondering "Should I continue my Building Fund gift?" since our building loan is paid off. The 
partial answer to that is "Yes, please!" We have upkeep and expenses (a $7700 large furnace repair last 
month, for example). But also, consider directing gifts to support Crossways Camps, or Lutheran Social 
Services, or All People's Church, or Ulong'a Parish in Tanzania, or our Synod's "Equipping the Saints" 
appeal, or our missionaries.. Since our loan is payed off, we have the chance to spread more blessings 
around!  
 

http://www.goodgifts.elca.org/


 

October 2022 - Year to Date 

+YTD General Fund  

  Receipts: $ 176,368 

  Expenses: $ 170,922 
 

+YTD Building Fund:      +YTD Missionary Sponsorship:    

  Receipts: $ 61,788     Expenses: $ 50,164  $ 8,770       Goal for 2022: $6,000               
 

+YTD ELCA Benevolence:     Building Loan Balance:  $ 0  (Thanks to God &  

  $ 13,583      Goal for 2022: $15,000        to All of You) (Gifts are still appreciated for  

        ongoing upkeep & repairs) 

 

 
Ruth Circle Bake Sale – December 10th and 11th  
    Ruth Circle annual bake sale will be Saturday,  December 10th after the 5:00  
    service and Sunday morning December 11th before and after services.  Donations 
    of baked goods (cookies, bars, cakes, candy…) are appreciated.  Sign-up & get  
    more information in the Gathering Space or talk to Wendy Heidtke, Beth   
    Mittermaier, or Susan Heidtke. 

 

 
 

Church Decorating – December 10th 

We’ll gather Saturday, December 10th at 10 am to decorate the sanctuary trees and church for 
Christmas!  We’ll decorate and then we’ll head to Culver’s for lunch and time together!  Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

 
Sunday School Food Drive – Items due by Dec. 17 
The Sunday School is doing a food drive to benefit All People's church Christmas meals.  The youth 
group also plans to help pack the meal packs on December 17th 9:00-12:00.  We are asking the 
congregation to help with our food drive by bringing items from the list below. Please place it on the steps 
of the older altar in the gathering space any time before December 17th.  The youth group would love to 
have anyone who wants to join them on the packing event.  Contact Kassidy Bohling.  

 
12-16 oz bag of Stuffing, Jiffy Cornbread Mix, 14.5 oz Green Beans, 10.5oz can Cream of Mushroom 
Soup,  6oz can/packet Fried Onions, 1# Elbow Macaroni noodles, 1# Velveeta cheese, 5-7 oz Hot 
Sauce, 14 oz Whole Berry Cranberry Sauce, 15.25oz cans Whole Kernel Corn, 29oz or two 14.5oz cans 
of Peaches, 3# bag of Red or White Potatoes, 12-16 oz Turkey Gravy, 1 box (6-8 pack) of Hot 
Chocolate,16oz bottle of Canola Oil, 10-12 oz Uncle Bens or Rice-a Roni rice, 24-30 oz Sweet Potatoes. 
 
 
Children’s Christmas Program – December 18th  
This year’s Christmas program is December 18th at the 9:45 service.  Join us for the Christmas story 
presented by our youth followed by snacks!  The children have been working hard and are excited to 
present the program to everyone!  All are welcome! 

 

 
Thank you for your regular offerings and to 
those who have signed up for electronic 
giving. 
 
 



 

 
    Caroling with the Confirmation Class – December 21st  
    Wednesday, December 21st at 6:15 the confirmation class will visit some of our  
    shut-ins and neighboring nursing homes to carol and bring tidings of joy.  Please  
    join us to bring some Christmas cheer to others.  Meet at church at 6:00 and we’ll 
    carpool from there. 

 
 
Family Promise – St. John’s Host Week – December 26th 
St. John’s will provide meals for families the week of December 26-January 1.  We’re looking for simple 
meals for our host week (ideas will be provided).  Meals can be brought to church by Monday, December 
26th.  If you can’t provide a meal we can always use breakfast grab and go items.  Please call Wendy at 
church 677-3176 or email officestjohnsjackson@gmail.com if you’re interested in helping or need a list of 
grab and go items.   
 
Family Promise “Fresh Start” has been a great success!  A reminder that if you're going on vacation & 
staying in hotels/motels that we are collecting those little "complimentary" bottles of shampoo, 
conditioner, mouth wash, etc. to donate to Family Promise.  You'll find a basket by the food cabinet for 
those items.  Thanks for helping out our friends in need at Family Promise. 

 
 
Kid’s Clothing Drive 
Please donate new clothing for children, size birth to 14/16, for Our Kids’ Closet (OKC),  
a Germantown-based charity that provides clothing to low income families in Washington,  
Ozaukee and Waukesha counties.  As a service project, the confirmation students will be  
visiting OKC next year to learn about its mission and to help organize the store.  OKC needs all types of 
clothing items (shirts, pants, pajamas, dresses, etc.) as well as shoes, socks, underwear and 
outerwear.  Donations can be any season of clothing.  You can also make a cash donation by marking it 
on your offering envelope.     

  
Return the items to church and put them under the tree in the gathering space or in the specially marked 
donation boxes that will be coming soon.  Take a tag from the Christmas tree to remind yourself to buy 
an item or two when you are out Christmas shopping.   We will be collecting through mid-February, so 
check out those clearance racks now and after the holidays.  Contact Sue Hollister or Danielle Piering for 
more information. 
 
 

  Poinsettia Orders 
  It’s time to order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.  You can order a red 
  or white poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one to decorate the sanctuary for  
  Christmas, then you can take them home to decorate.  Sign up in the Gathering Space.  
  December 11th will be the last day to order.   
 

  
 St. John’s Veteran’s Group 
Our next St. John's Vet's Group Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 15th at 9:00am at St. John’s 
Church.  We encourage both St. John's members and friends to attend!   
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If we missed your special day please let us know. 

 “Italian Dinner” Thanks! 
Thank you to our Couples Bible Study group and our youth 
 for an outstanding dinner!  The food was delicious, and the 
 atmosphere and fellowship wonderful!  We raised $450 that 
 will be shared with All People’s Church.  Thanks to all! 
 

 
Called to Serve 

Readers 
(8:00 Service)     (9:45 Service) 
12/4    Pete Kutzora   12/4    Reuben Heidtke 
12/11   Laura Bartelt   12/11  Amy Reid   
12/18 Joel Heidtke   12/18  Meghan DeChant  
 
 
Ushers 
(8:00 Service)    (9:45 Service) 
12/4    Pete Kutzora   12/4   Keith Heidtke 
12/11  Skip Bartelt   12/11 Will Strnad 
12/18  Joel Heidtke   12/18 Joel Wolf 

 

Please sign up in the Gathering Space to volunteer for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries!  

Dec 1   Irv & Jenny Brandt – 16 years 
Dec 8  Scott & Nancy Kinter – 23 years 
Dec 10 Don & Cheryl Roth – 45 years 
Dec 20 Juergen & Correen Oestreich – 25 years 
Dec 22 Scott & Amy Reid – 22 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dec 1  Lisa Kasubaski 
Dec 3  Bonnie Gierach 
  Elliott Goodman 
Dec 4  Luke Muller 
  Camdyn Schneider 
Dec 5  Parker Benz 
  Carlynn Benson 
Dec 6  Paul Ziemer 
Dec 7  Brett Cameron 
  Delaney Kiel 
Dec 8  Jeffrey Matthews 
  Noelle Corwin 
Dec 10 Robert Starzman 

Jon Olafsson 
Dec 11 Jim Kurtz 
  Skip Bartelt 
Dec 12 Matt Troester 
  Nicholas Friess 
Dec 14  Joan Sylvester 
  Ryan Guslick 

Matthew Driebel 
  Michael Novotny 
  Seth Dueno 
  Klayton Bohling 
  Zack Reinemann 
Dec 16 Kylie Schneider 
Dec 18 Carol Jacobs 
Dec 19 Doralee Piering 
  Sydney Kerr 
Dec 20 Simon Bins 
Dec 21 Beth Mittermaier 
  Bob Jones 
Dec 22 Roswitha      
  Scheunemann 
  Myranda Garbade 
Dec 23 Scott Christianson 
  Kathy Williams 
Dec 24 Don Schroeder 
Dec 27 Dave Williams 
  Kolby Bohling 
Dec 29 Piper Goniu 
Dec 30 Lorre Pietenpol 
Dec 31 Susan Heidtke 
  Zachary Byrne    
 

December Birthdays! 



 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2881 Division Rd.  
Jackson, WI 53037 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 

At St. John’s we’re privileged and challenged to Welcome, Worship, and Witness  
in Christ’s name. Thank you for being part of this faith community and  

for the serving you do to the glory of God! 
 

Visit us at www.stjohnsjackson.net 
     Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsjackson 

Pastor Paul Mittermaier – pastorcarguy@gmail.com 
Office hours:  M-F 9:00am-1:00pm     262-677-3176 

officestjohnsjackson@gmail.com 
Worship Services: Saturday 5:00 pm & Sunday 8 & 9:45 am with Holy Communion 

Facebook Live at 9:45 am on Sunday 
 

http://www.stjohnsjackson.net/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsjackson

