November 2025 Newsletter

Pastor’s Message:

Dear Church,

“It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad, World!” world was the title of a funny movie years ago. Today, it could be the title
of a documentary! Many people are upset, here and around the world. Many are outraged. Many are worried.
Many are hurting. Many are hurting others in the process! (And one of the big drawbacks of social media and
many of the ‘talking heads’ in news and politics is that they get their ratings and make their money by getting
people mad, and keeping them mad!)

A verse of “This Is My Father's World” helps me keep perspective:
This is my Father’s world. Oh, let me not forget:
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet!

And then, the wise words of St. Paul (that deserve our attention at least as much as social media) found in
Galatians 5 are priceless and life-giving. After he lists all sorts of bad behaviors to avoid, he urges his fellow
Christians:

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who
belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against
one another, envying one another.

While we can’t make this the answer to all the world’s madness and problems, we can show who we are, and
Who we belong to, and how this might help, by adopting and spreading these “Fruits of the Spirit!” Thanks for
doing your part in helping God’s kingdom to come, and God’s work to be done! We can help cure some of the
madness! -Pastor Paul

An Update from Your Church Council

Following our September update meeting on the lower-level project, our Property Team sought 2 additional
bids for the work. We expect to receive and review them shortly.

At our October council meeting we discussed funding this project. The congregation could allocate
undesignated Memorial Funds, lowering the fund-raising need to an estimated $50,000. The fund-raising
effort will seek pledges from the congregation to obtain this goal, and several council members have already
confirmed their support to pledge gifts over the next year. A special meeting will be called (hopefully, in
November) for the congregation to vote on moving forward with the plan.

Finishing the lower level will complete the building project started in 2002. Many in the church use this area
for wedding & baby showers, baptism & funeral lunches, dinners, quilting, Sunday School activities,
Confirmation classes; plus community gatherings like 4H, Blood Drives, AA, and more. This space can serve
as an outreach of our mission to serve others.

Watch for a special meeting announcement, where we’ll have the latest details on plans, costs, and funding!
And thank you for your gifts to the Building/Property Fund. We've gotten much done this year that needed
doing, including the parking lot improvements, tuckpointing (just finishing up), and a new furnace (this week-
replacing one that has worked faithfully for 37 years!). And a big thanks to our Property Team for all the extra
legwork they’ve been doing!

Also, we welcome Annegret Paas to fill the seat vacated when Pam Carter moved to MN. Annegret will serve
until the Annual Meeting, when we elect council members. Thank you, Annegret!




Coming Up At St. John’s

Watch for the Ruth Circle Giving Tree in the Gathering Space. Choose a tag off the tree and
provide a Christmas gift for someone staying at the Family Promise homeless shelter over Christmas.
Please leave your unwrapped gifts, with the tag attached, under the tree by Sunday, November 30%".
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Join us at Culver’s Wednesday Nov. 12", The Outreach Team has “booked us” to serve at Culver’s
from 4:00-7:00. (Volunteer with Leanne Ports! Students can volunteer with Pastor!)

We'll get a % of the evening sales, which we’ll share with The Threshold of Washington County,
which works with adults with developmental disabilities. Confirmation Class will meet at Culver’'s

at 7:00!

Packer Party & Lunch Nov.16'" at 11:30. Enjoy a chili
lunch, and share some fun and fellowship while we
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Our ELCA Disaster Response is always a good place for your ‘extra-mile giving” to help those with
extra struggles. With Hurricane Melissa, much help is needed. You can mark your church offering for
“Disaster Response” or go to elca.org/disaster.

Greetings and Asante Sana (Swahili for “Thank you very much”) from our missionaries in Tanzania,
Dr. Steve & Bethany Friberg. Dr. Steve sends the story of a young mom named Nashipai, who almost
lost her one hand due to a bad burn, but who with the help of God and good surgeons has partial use
of that hand! The Maasi people’s statement of faith is: Etil Enkial=God is! Asante sana, Jesu!

Giving and Finances as of September 30, 2025

+YTD General Fund:
Receipts: $ 167,190 Expenses: $ 174,431

+YTD Building & Grounds Fund: +YTD Missionary Sponsorship:
Receipts: $ 27,875 Expenses: $ 10,093 Receipts: $ 7,930 Goal for 2025 $8,000
+YTD ELCA Benevolence: +YTD Good Samaritan:

Receipts: $ 15,117 Goal for 2025 $18,000 Receipts: $ 8,674 Goal for 2025 $8,000



Each month we highlight a St. John’s
member so we all get to know each

other better. Meet: Peter Uhlig

Road trips of historic proportions marked a
memorable time of Peter Uhlig’s teen years, when he took
an interest in presidents of the United States. Transferring
from the Cedarburg School District to Homestead High
during his sophomore year provided a more advanced
program and an opportunity to home in on something that
piqued his interest. That ended up being some of our
country’s fearless leaders.

Peter and his mom, Karen, would not only
research and write extensively about all the past
presidents, but his family also put learning into action by
visiting presidential museums/libraries during their
summer vacations. Peter’s inaugural pick was Rutherford
B. Hayes, who just so happened to hail from Pastor Paul’s
hometown of Fremont, Ohio. Successors were Herbert
Hoover in lowa; Abraham Lincoln in Springfield, Illinois; Gerald Ford in Grand Rapids, Michigan; Lyndon B. Johnson
all the way over in the great state of Texas; Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Sunflower State (Kansas); and Calvin
Coolidge out east in Massachusetts. From his research, Peter deemed Lincoln his favorite president because he
was good and was successfulin the CivilWar. Grover Cleveland, considered the guardian president, comes in

second due to his honesty. As you can see, you’re going to have to brush up on your history lessons if you want to
go toe-to-toe with Peter in presidential trivia!

Another favorite subject Peter follows is sports teams. Sure, he loves the Milwaukee Brewers and Bucks—
and the Packers, of course!—but loyalty to local fan favorites doesn’t trump being on the road following rival
teams. So visits to stadiums around the country were also slotted in during family vacations, with that roster
including the Minnesota Twins, Chicago Cubs, Tampa Bay Rays, Houston Astros, St. Louis Cardinals, Arizona
Diamondbacks, San Francisco Giants, and Detroit Tigers. In case you weren’t counting, that’s 12 U.S. states Peter
has visited just between those two hobbies, plus the ones he traversed to arrive at his destinations.

When he wasn’t gallivanting around the country, over a period spanning 30 years Peter has held positions
in grocery and department stores, and currently works at Walmart. As a seasoned professional wielding a product
scanner, he can tell you where most goods are displayed. Shoppers take advantage of that many times during
Peter’s shifts by stopping him to get the fast track on product locations vs. getting their stepsin, and he’s happy to
oblige them with what’s all in a day’s work. But he has also “seen it all” to be able to have a list of pet peeves:
people who don’t return products to the proper shelves, who let their children run wild in the aisles, and who
complain when a stocker follows them to the cashier with an expensive product from a locked cabinet. So he’ll be
the first to tell ya, hey, the customer isn’t always right!

Fun Facts

o They say everything’s bigger in Texas, and the 18" hot dog Peter had at the Houston Astros’ ballpark backs
that up. Aside from that All-American baseball food, his go-to stadium fare is brats, nachos (without
jalapefios), burgers, ice cream, slushies, popcorn ...

e Old-schoolrules!: As a country fan, Waylon Jennings is music to Peter’s ears, but new-school would be
Toby Keith.

e Speaking of a good ol boy, among other pet dogs the family had, Peter’s dog Sparky was his own faithful
friend for more than 13 years.



November Anniversaries

Oct | 31 | Chas Puckett Happy Anniversary!
Nov |1 | Megan DeChant Nov 4 Peter&TraceyJackson 36years
1 _| Bella Fraley Nov 5 Larry&BevEder 48 years
1 | Lucas Lemberger Nov 9 Todd&Nicole Seatz 24years
1 | Gale Loehrl Nov 10 Randy& SharonAdametz 35years
Nov |2 | Kelsey Lisko Nov 12 Pete & Robin Kutzora 37years
Nov |3 | Linda Grosser
5 | Natalie Frank
5 | Logan Lemberger
S Bokel i COUNT YOUR
Nov | 6 | Lisa Belongia
S BLESSINGS
Nov | 8 | Cindy Uhlig 9
Nov | 10 | Alan Christianson NAM]E THEM QN]E BY @NIE«
Nov | 13 | Tim Brice C@UNT YOUR
13 Scof Kiner MANY BLESSINGS
Nov |15 | Nolan Mickie SEF. WHAT GOD HAS DONE.
15 | Bryan Scheunemann
Nov | 16 | Laura Petrovic
Nov | 16 | Isla Schott
Nov | 17 | Eric Abel November 2025
17 | Chad Dhein
17 Jenny George November November
- November 2 | November 9 | November 16 23 30
Nov | 17 | Wendy Heidtke
- Reader | 9:00 Reuben LeeAnne
Nov | 18 | Evelyn Ries Joel Heidtke | Heidtke Scott Kinter Runnels Jim Gries
Lee Anne George
Nov | 18 | Don Roth Comm. 9:00 Pete Kutzora | Runnels Jenny Brandt Liberatore Brennans
Nov | 19 | Jacob Williams Asst ' Diane
Eileen Mack Steve Kusch Jim Gries Liberatore Brennans
Nov | 19 Cheryl Roth Mary Judy Scott
Nov | 20 | Perry Benz Bukovic Henrichs Irv Brandt Staci Benz Novotny
" Ushers | 9:00 Keith Heidtke
Nov | 20 | Kandee Heidtke Kevin w/ Peter Z
20 | Paige Kutzora Bukovic Joel Wolf (training) Parker Benz Brennans
. Emily
20 | Deklyn Nelson Greeter | 9:00 DeChants Nancy Kinter | Mason Hein Hollister Brennans
Nov | 21 | Eric Hollister Power | 4,59 Wendy Wolf/ | Wendy Staci Bohling
Point ) Scott D/Chris | Staci Bohling | Heidtke w/Scott K Scott D/Chris
Nov | 23 | Bev Eder : :
Face | g.09 Scott Kinter/ Klay Bohling
23 | Dan Johnson book Scott D/Chris | Klay Bohling | Raj Singh w/Scott K Scott D/Chris
23 | Rick Tomaz
Nov | 24 | Jack Apel e
24 | Ken Hansen LIBERTY OR 3
GIVE ME DEATH ! o
Nov | 24 | Greg Siegert
Nov | 25 | Carol Heider
25 | Roger Lamberg e
Nov | 28 | Michele Schommer i
28 | Sommer Strnad
Nov | 30 | Audrey Dohl
Happy November LN
. Heappy Thanksgiving
Birthday!




St. John’s Lutheran Church
2881 Division Road
Jackson, WI 53037

At St. John’s we’re privileged and challenged to Welcome, Worship, and Witness
in Christ’'s name. Thank you for being part of this faith community and for
the serving you do to the glory of God!
Visit us at www.stjohnsjackson.net
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stjohnsjackson
Pastor Paul Mittermaier — pastorcarguy@gmail.com
Office hours: M-F 9:00am-1:00pm 262-677-3176
officestjohnsjackson@gmail.com
Worship Services: Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am with Holy Communion

Facebook Live at 9:00 am on Sunday

ST. JOHN'S

WELCOME - WORSHIP - WITNESS


http://www.stjohnsjackson.net/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsjackson

